Summer Scholars Research Program
FAQs for In-Person Program

1. What is required to apply to the Winship Summer Scholars program?

Students must be 16 years old by the start date of the program and must be rising or graduating
high school seniors. Applicants must be U.S. citizens or have U.S. Permanent Resident status.
There will be no exceptions to these eligibility requirements. To apply, students must log into the
application system from the SSRP website. The items listed below are required for the application.
The applicant can save the application while completion is in progress. Once the application has
been submitted, it cannot be updated. The application including recommendation letters must be
submitted by the application due date. Late applications will NOT be accepted.

e Recommendation Letters (three maximum). Two letters from teachers are required, one
of which must be from a STEM teacher (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math). A
maximum of three recommendation letters can be submitted. Name and email
addresses for recommenders must be entered into the SSRP application system. An
automated email will be sent to each recommender for submission of the letter of
recommendation. The letter must be submitted by the application deadline.

e High School Transcript. A high school transcript must be provided. Transcripts must be in
PDF format and include the applicant’s entire high school academic history. An official
transcript is preferred, but an unofficial transcript will be accepted.

e Essay Questions. A list of extracurriculars and honors as well as five short essay-type
questions must be completed.

e Parent/Guardian Information. Name and contact information for at least one
parent/guardian must be provided.

2. What will my schedule look like while | am in the program?

Students are expected to be on campus full time Monday through Friday from 9:00AM — 5:00PM for the
duration of the program. Your mentor will ultimately decide on this schedule and may make alterations
depending on the time commitments required to complete the planned project. Mentors are assigned a
few weeks before the program begins.

3. What other activities do students participate in outside of their research project?
As a Summer Scholars student, you will participate in regularly scheduled weekly lectures, as well as field
trips and other events. The SSRP program coordinator will send weekly e-mails with events, seminars,
workshops, or lectures that may further supplement your education while in the program.
4. Do students receive identification?
SSRP students will receive an ID badge. Students are required to wear their badge at ALL times while on
Emory’s campus.
5. Are meals provided during the program?

Students should bring their own meals except during the Orientation, Final Symposium, and other days
explicitly acknowledged by the SSRP program coordinator during the program.

6. Who are the guest lecturers?

Guest lecturers are a variety of specialists who work in oncology, ranging from medical oncologists to
basic scientists to biostatisticians. The goal of the lectures is to expand our students’ exposure to
different areas of cancer research beyond the specific area studied in the faculty mentor’s lab.

7. Who are the mentors?

SSRP mentors are Winship faculty members actively participating in lab-based, translational, and clinical
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research. The projects that SSRP students are involved with are mostly lab-based projects. Under the
supervision of their faculty mentor, students will work with post-doctoral researchers and graduate
students in a laboratory, learning important skills and techniques, and conducting experiments.

8. How are student/mentor pairings selected?

Student/mentor pairings are selected by the program directors. Students are not able to request a
specific mentor.

9. Who are the faculty representatives?

Faculty mentors designate representatives (including lab managers, graduate students, post-docs, etc.)
who may be a student’s point-of-contact for their project during the program. This person may also be
more involved in the student’s day-to-day activities and lab experience. This gives the student more
supervision and more opportunities to ask questions during the day.

10. What should I expect from my mentor?

Mentors (or combination of mentor and representative) will create their student’s daily work schedule
outside of programmatic events, lectures, and field trips. Your mentor will develop your research project
and timeline for the duration of the program and provide appropriate direction on your final poster and
PowerPoint presentation. They will provide sufficient background information about their research area
such that you understand how your project fits into the overall goals of the field of study.

11. Where will my mentor and | be working?

Most mentors work at the Winship Cancer Institute on the Emory Clifton campus. But others may be
housed in other research buildings around campus.

12. What prior training do | need to complete my project?
Students do not need any prior training to participate in the program.
13. What are the field trips that students go on each year?

Each year, students patrticipate in field trips designed to enhance their learning through real-world exposure.
The destinations vary annually, offering diverse educational experiences. Previous trips have included the
Michael C. Carlos Museum, the CDC David J. Sencer Museum, the Emory Proton Therapy Center, and the
bioengineering program at the Georgia Institute of Technology.

14. What is the Final Symposium?

The Final Symposium is the culmination of all the hard work students have done throughout the summer.
Students will each prepare and present a 10-minute talk on their individual research projects for their
fellow students and Winship faculty members. Students will also create research posters for
presentation at a poster session highlighting their work during the program. The Final Symposium is
held on the last day of the program.

15. Can parents and family attend the Final Symposium?

Yes, we encourage students to invite their parents and family to attend, as well as science teachers or
other application references.
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