
 

EMORY K12 CLINICAL ONCOLOGY  
TRAINING PROGRAM 

K12CA237806 
 

Principal Investigators:  
Suresh Ramalingam, MD 
Kavita Dhodapkar, MBBS 

 
 

 

2022-2023 K12 MENTORS LIST 
 

 
 

Rafi Ahmed, PhD 
 
The long-term goal of Dr. Ahmed's 
research is to understand the 
mechanisms of B and T cell 
immunological memory and to use 
this information to develop new 
vaccines for the prevention and 
treatment of disease. 

 

 
 

Kristie A. Blum, MD 
 
Dr. Blum specializes in the 
treatment of B-cell non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma and Hodgkin's 
lymphoma. Her research is focused 
on developing novel targeted 
therapies for patients with relapsed 
or refractory Hodgkin's lymphoma 
and aggressive B-cell non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma, including 
mantle cell lymphoma, diffuse large 
B-cell lymphoma and transformed 
lymphomas. 

 

 
 

Lawrence Boise, PhD 
 

Dr. Boise's research team studies 
how therapeutic agents such as 
arsenicals and proteasome 
inhibitors work to kill myeloma cells. 
His lab studies basic mechanisms 
of apoptosis, and translates these 
studies to better define the 
mechanism(s) of action therapeutic 
agents in multiple myeloma. 

 

 
 

Jeffrey Bradley, MD, FACR, 
FASTRO 

 
Dr. Bradley specializes in thoracic 
malignancies with a focus on 
stereotactic body radiation therapy 
and proton beam therapy. His 
research focuses on clinical trials 
that have determined the radiation 
dose and radiation volume for 
patients with unresectable stage III 
lung cancer. 

 

 
 

Jonathan Cohen, MD, MS 
 
Dr. Cohen's clinical focus is on the 
treatment of Hodgkin and non-
Hodgkin lymphoma, where he 
manages both newly diagnosed 
patients as well as those requiring 
stem cell transplantation and 
treatment for relapsed disease. 

 

 

 
 

Xingming Deng, MD, PhD 
 

Dr. Deng specializes in cancer 
research, especially tobacco-related 
cancers, including lung cancer, and 
head and neck cancer. His major 
research interests are to uncover 
cell death mechanisms, especially 
Bcl2 family, to investigate molecular 
and signaling mechanisms of DNA 
repair, DNA replication stress, 
genomic instability and 
carcinogenesis. 

  

https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/ahmed-rafi.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/blum-kristie.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/boise-lawrence.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/bradley-jeffrey.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/bradley-jeffrey.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/cohen-jonathon.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/deng-xingming.html
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Kavita Dhodapkar, MBBS 
 
A leading cancer immunology 
researcher, Dr. Dhodapkar serves 
as director of the Pediatric Immuno-
Oncology Program at the Aflac 
Cancer and Blood Disorders 
Center. 

 

 
 

Madhav V. Dhodapkar, MBBS 
 
Dr. Dhodapkar’s research focuses 
on how the immune system 
regulates the progression from 
precursor lesions to cancer as well 
as the mechanisms of treatment 
sensitivity and resistance to cancer 
immunotherapy, with a particular 
focus on multiple myeloma. 

 

 
 

David A. Frank, MD, PhD, FACP 
 
Dr. Frank cares for patients with 
hematologic malignancies, 
specializing in leukemia. A 
renowned physician-scientist, his 
research has developed innovative 
ways to target STAT transcription 
factors for the treatment of cancer. 

 

 
 

Haian Fu, PhD 
 
Dr. Fu's research focuses on 
protein-protein interactions in signal 
transduction, targeting these 
interactions for drug discovery, and 
collaborating with physician 
scientists to translate such bench 
research to clinical applications. 

 

 
 

Theresa W. Gillespie, PhD, MA, 
BSN, FAAN 

 
Dr. Gillespie has 30 years of 
experience in clinical oncology, 
including direct patient care. Her 
research involves multiple cancer 
types, encompassing clinical, health 
services, and population-based 
investigations. 

 

 
 

Douglas K. Graham, MD, PhD 
 

Dr. Graham's clinical focus is in 
pediatric leukemia. He has an active 
research lab studying tyrosine 
kinase signaling pathways in 
cancer. In particular, his lab studies 
the Mer and Axl pathways in 
pediatric leukemia and pediatric 
brain cancer. 

 

 
 

Ashesh B. Jani, MD, MSEE, 
FASTRO 

 

Dr. Jani specializes in the treatment 
of genitourinary malignancies 
including cancer of the prostate, 
bladder, kidney, testes and urethra. 
His research focuses on different 
aspects of prostate cancer. His 
prostate database work centers on 
understanding the demographic, 
disease, and treatment factors 
influencing cancer control 
outcomes. 

 

 
 

Kevin Kalinsky, MD, MS 
 
Dr. Kalinsky's research is in the 
area of new drug development and 
therapies for patients with early 
stage and metastatic breast cancer. 
His work involves the development 
clinical trials to assess novel 
therapeutic agents in breast cancer 
based on tumor genomics. 

 

 
 

Sumin Kang, PhD 
 
Dr. Kang's research interest is 
centered on better understanding of 
the protein kinase signaling as well 
as metabolic reprogramming in 
tumorigenesis and tumor metastasis 
using translational and preclinical 
studies. 

  

https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/dhodapkar-kavita.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/dhodapkar-madhav-v.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/frank-david-a.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/fu-haian.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/gillespie-theresa-w.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/gillespie-theresa-w.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/graham-douglas-k.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/jani-ashesh.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/jani-ashesh.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/kalinsky-kevin.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/kang-sumin.html
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Mohammad K. Khan, MD, PhD, 
DABR, FACRO 

 
Dr. Khan specializes in lymphoma, 
leukemia, multiple myeloma, skin 
(melanoma, squamous cell, basal 
cell, merkel cell), and pediatric 
cancers. 
 

 

 
 

Aparna H. Kesarwala, MD, PhD 
 
Dr. Kesarwala's research interests 
include molecular imaging, DNA 
repair pathways, and cancer cell 
metabolism. 

 

 
 

Haydn T. Kissick, PhD 
 
Dr. Kissick's research focuses on 
using next generation sequencing to 
identify mutations to be used in 
personalized vaccine targets for 
prostate cancer. 
 

 

 
 

Jean L. Koff, MD 
 
Dr. Koff specializes in the treatment 
of lymphoid malignancies. Her 
academic focus is in epidemiology, 
outcomes, and translational 
research in lymphoma, with a 
particular interest in the intersection 
between autoimmune disorders and 
lymphoid malignancies. 

 

 
 

Omer Kucuk, MD 
 
A medical oncologist with a major 
interest in nutrition and cancer 
prevention, Dr. Kucuk mainly treats 
patients with prostate, bladder and 
kidney cancer. 
 

 

 
 

Timothy L. Lash, DSc, MPH 
 

Dr. Lash's research focuses on 
molecular biomarkers that predict 
cancer recurrence. He and his 
colleagues have developed large 
biobanks of tumor tissues from 
cancer patients and connected 
these to clinical outcomes including 
cancer recurrence. 

 

 
 

Gregory B. Lesinski, PhD, MPH 
 
Dr. Lesinski's research is focused 
on gaining a greater understanding 
of the interactions between the host 
immune system and tumor cells. 
The ultimate goal is to use this 
knowledge to develop novel 
therapeutic or chemo-preventative 
approaches to help patients with 
cancer and improve upon existing 
therapies. 

 

 
 

Sagar Lonial, MD, FACP 
 
Internationally recognized as a 
leading authority in multiple 
myeloma treatment and research, 
Dr. Lonial's research focus is with 
combinations of novel agents as 
therapy for myeloma and 
lymphoma, particularly evaluating 
combinations that may result in 
synergistic inhibition of the PI3-
K/Akt pathway. 

 

 
 

Hui Mao, PhD 
 
Research in Dr. Mao's laboratory is 
focused on developing and utilizing 
imaging technologies, especially 
magnetic resonance methods, to 
address biological questions and 
solve medical problems with strong 
emphases on translational research 
and potential clinical applications to 
major diseases, such as cancer and 
neurodegenerative diseases. 

  

https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/khan-mohammad-k.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/khan-mohammad-k.html
http://radiationoncology.emory.edu/people/biologists/kesarwala-aparna.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/kissick-haydn-t.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/koff-jean-l.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/kucuk-omer.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/lash-timothy-l.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/lesinski-gregory-b.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/lonial-sagar.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/mao-hui.html
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Adam Marcus, PhD 
 

Dr. Marcus' laboratory studies how 
cancer cells invade and metastasize 
using a combination of molecular 
and imaging-based approaches. His 
work focuses on how cancer cells 
cooperate during invasion and 
metastasis. 

 

 
 

Andrew H. Miller, MD 
 
Dr. Miller's research focuses on the 
mechanisms by which cytokines 
cause depression in humans and 
non-human primates using chronic 
administration of the innate immune 
cytokine, interferon-alpha, as a 
model of chronic immune 
stimulation. 

 

 
 

Jeffrey J. Olson, MD 
 
Dr. Olson's primary interest is in 
neuro-oncology.  His laboratory 
provides surgical expertise for brain 
tumor modeling in collaboration with 
investigators throughout Emory to 
maximize the clinical applicability of 
their research.   

 

 
 

Rebecca Pentz, PhD 
 
Dr. Pentz and the ethics research 
team conduct empirical ethics 
research. The main focus is on 
ethical issues in early drug 
development, with emphases on 
informed consent, biobanking, 
return of results and genetic testing.  

 

 
 

Suresh S. Ramalingam MD, 
FACP, FASCO 

 
Nationally recognized for his 
research, Dr. Ramalingam has 
developed individualized therapies 
for patients with small cell and non-
small cell lung cancer. His research 
involves developing immune 
checkpoint inhibitors and improving 
outcomes for patients with EGFR 
mutations. 

 

 
 

Ignacio Sanz, MD 
 
Dr. Sanz's research interest is in the 
role of B cells in human disease 
with particular emphasis in 
autoimmune diseases. His lab 
focuses on understanding how the 
immune system goes awry in 
autoimmune diseases and ends up 
attacking our own tissues rather 
than concentrating on fighting 
infections. 

 

 
 

Rafick-Pierre Sékaly, PhD 
 
Dr. Sékaly's research pioneered 
findings in HIV disease immune 
pathogenesis, immune virology and 
immunotherapies highlighting the 
impact of HIV infection on thymic 
output, T cell memory, mechanisms 
of CD4 and CD8 T cell dysfunction, 
and innate immunity and 
mechanisms of HIV persistence. 

 

 
 

Periasamy Selvaraj, PhD 
 

Dr. Selvaraj's laboratory focuses on 
developing personalized cancer 
vaccine-based immunotherapy 
approaches and studying the role 
and regulation of Fc receptors in 
antibody-mediated immunity and 
inflammation. 

 

 
 

Malathy Shanmugam, PhD, MS 
 
Dr. Shanmugam's research focus 
includes investigating the 
mechanistic basis for how cancer 
metabolism promotes evasion of 
apoptosis and therapy resistance in 
multiple myeloma and how 
metabolic states promote 
proliferative versus invasive biology. 

  

https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/marcus-adam.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/miller-andrew-h.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/olson-jeffrey-j.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/pentz-rebecca.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/ramalingam-suresh-s.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/ramalingam-suresh-s.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/sanz-ignacio.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/sekaly-rafick-pierre.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/selvaraj-periasamy.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/shanmugam-malathy.html
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Hyunsuk Shim, PhD 
 
Dr. Shim has expertise in MR 
spectroscopy, PET chemistry, 
cancer biology, and pharmacology. 
Her brain imaging team has 
developed an advanced MRSI 
technique combined with a multi-
modality imaging platform to assess 
how glioblastomas are responding 
to therapies by quantitatively 
measuring metabolic processes. 

 

 
 

Mylin A. Torres, MD 
 

Dr. Torres' research interests 
include multi-disciplinary treatment 
techniques to improve breast 
cancer outcomes. Her research 
includes clinical trial development, 
outcomes measures, identifying 
patients at risk for side effects of 
breast cancer treatment and the life 
quality of breast cancer survivors. 
 

 

 
 

Edmund K. Waller, MD, PhD, 
FACP 

 
Dr. Waller specializes in bone 
marrow transplants for acute 
leukemia, myelodysplastic 
syndrome, myeloproliferative 
neoplasms, lymphoma, aplastic 
anemia, sickle cell disease and in 
the management of graft-versus-
host disease. He has pioneered 
research to improve long-term 
outcomes and quality of life for 
patients after transplant. 

 

 
 

Lily Yang, MD, PhD 
 
Dr. Yang's research projects focus 
on the development of novel cancer 
nanotechnologies and imaging 
methods to address the major 
challenges in clinical oncology of 
early cancer detection, targeted 
drug delivery, overcoming drug 
resistance, assessment of 
therapeutic response using non-
invasive imaging, and image-guided 
surgery. 

 

 
 

David Yu, MD, PhD 
 
A radiation oncologist, Dr. Yu 
specializes in treating head and 
neck, breast and lung cancers. He 
is actively engaged in both clinical 
and science research, including, 
understanding how cells respond to 
replication stress and how to utilize 
this knowledge for improvements in 
cancer diagnosis and treatment. 

 

 

 

https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/shim-hyunsuk.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/torres-mylin.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/waller-edmund-k.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/waller-edmund-k.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/yang-lily.html
https://winshipcancer.emory.edu/bios/faculty/yu-david.html
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