
2024 Georgia Cancer Summit 
Advancing Cancer Health Equity through Evidence and Innovation  

 
 
 
 
 

 
5:30 – 7:00 pm Networking Reception - Hightales Rooftop Bar at Hotel Forty Five 

   
 
8:00 – 8:30 Check-in, Continental Breakfast and Networking 
 
8:30 – 8:45  Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Theresa W. Gillespie, PhD, MA, FAAN, Professor, Emory University School of Medicine, Associate 
Director for Community Outreach and Engagement, Winship Cancer Institute 

 
8:45 – 9:30 Trouble in God’s Country: Healthcare in Rural Georgia 

Charles Hayslett, Scholar in Residence, Center for Middle Georgia Studies, Middle Georgia State 
University 

   Author of “Trouble in God’s Country” 
Speaker Introduction: David Jenks, PhD, Provost, Middle Georgia State University 

 
9:30 – 10:00 Educating Physicians for Rural Health Care Settings 
  Jean Sumner, MD, FACP, Dean, Mercer University School of Medicine 

 Speaker Introduction: James Hotz, MD, Medical Director, Albany Area Primary Health Care 
 
10:00 – 10:20 BREAK 
 
10:20 – 10:55 Health Equity: Casting Light 

Nannette Turner, PhD, MPH, Associate Dean and Professor, College of Health Professions,  
Mercer University 
Speaker Introduction:  Kia Toodle, MEd, Director, Chronic Disease Prevention Sector, Georgia 
Department of Public Health 

 
 

Wednesday, January 24, 2024  5:30 pm 
Hotel Forty Five 

401 Cotton Avenue, Macon, GA 
 

 

 

 
 

Thursday, January 25, 2024   8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Middle Georgia State University, Macon, GA 

 
 

 

 



10:55 – 11:30  CDC Priorities in Cancer Control: Using Data to Drive Action 
Paran Pordell, DrPH, MPH, CDC Division of Cancer Prevention and Control, Cancer Surveillance Branch, 
ORTAT Lead 
Speaker Introduction:  Brian Rivers, PhD, MPH, Director, Cancer Health Equity Institute, Morehouse 
School of Medicine 

11:30 – 12:20 Lunch and Networking 

12:20 – 12:30 Introduction to the Afternoon Session and Presentation 
Chris Parker, MBBS, MPH, Director, Georgia Health Policy Center 

12:30 – 1:00 Fireside Chat with DPH 
Stephanie Bialek, MD, MPH, Division Director of Medical & Clinical Services and Chief Medical Officer, 
Georgia Department of Public Health  
Moderator: Lynn Durham, EdD, President and CEO, Georgia CORE 

1:00 – 1:20 Georgia Cancer Registry Data Visualization Tool 
A. Rana Bayakly, MPH, Chief Epidemiologist, Chronic Disease, Health Behaviors and Injury
Epidemiology Section
Speaker Introduction:  Chris Scoggins, MPH, Georgia Rural Health Innovation Center

1:30 – 2:40 Concurrent Sessions (Select One)  
A. Navigation Best Practices – Cynthia Merchant and Ashley Heredeen, Horizons Community
Solutions (Moderator: Sheryl Gabram, MD, MBA)
B. Emory Prevention Research Center – (Moderator: Cam Escoffery, PhD, MPH)
1. Courtney Petagna:   Evaluation of Multi-level Interventions to Increase HPV Vaccinations in SWGA
2. Shadé Owolabi & Ana Arana: Changing the Home Food Environment: An Intervention to Support
Healthy Eating and Weight Gain Prevention
3. Ja’Shondra Pouncy: Adapting a Smoke-Free Homes intervention for Integration in
the 5A Approach for Tobacco Cessation in Collaboration with Six GA FQHCs
C. Lung Cancer Screening – Dan Miller, MD, Co-Chair, Georgia Lung Cancer Roundtable 

(Moderator: Al Dallas)
D. Smoking Cessation – Claire Spears, PhD, Georgia State University School of Public Health

(Moderator: Chris Scoggins, MPH)

2:40 – 2:50 Break and return to Main Room 

2:50 – 3:50 Panel: Georgia’s Cancer Roundtables and Working Groups 
Moderator:  Chris Parker, MBBS, MPH, Director, Georgia Health Policy Center 
Colorectal – James Hotz, MD, Co-Chair, Georgia Colorectal Cancer Roundtable 
HPV – Brian Boyce, MD, Co-Chair, GC3 HPV Working Group 
Lung – Dan Miller, MD, Co-Chair, Georgia Lung Cancer Roundtable 
Prostate –Scott Miller, MD, Co-Chair, Georgia Prostate Cancer Roundtable 
Survivorship – Katreena Davis, MPH, Co-Chair, GC3 Survivorship Working Group 

3:50 – 4:00 Wrap-Up and Call to Action 
James Hotz, MD 


